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	Have you ever passed by the Ephraim Cemetary and wondered why it's there?  The answer lies in the life of Niels "N" Mortensen.
	Niels "N" Mortensen was born 10 September 1837 in Rakkaby, Hjorring, Denmark, to Martin Jensen and Anne Kristine Nielson. He had one sister, Anne, born 28 February 1832.  When he was only three, Niels' mother died.
	The Martin Jensen family was considered a well-to-do family in Denmark.  People in the community called Niels "the rich man's son."  He often wore buckskin trousers that were, by custom, a sign of wealth. One of his favorite tales about life in Denmark was about the frequent parties in his father's home.  Sometimes they would last the weekend or occasionally the entire week.  He told of many guests so intoxicated they could not find their way home.  Some would have to remain at his father's house in that condition, and others would be found lying in the street or gutter.  Seeing this as a young boy shocked Niels.  It made such an impression that he vowed to never touch a drop of liquor (which vow he kept.)  He also drew pictures of their home and farm and told of his father storing liquor in their wine cellar, which was customary.
	Niels' sister, Anne, married Anders Peter Olsen "Kesko" on 15 December 1852 in Rakkaby, Hjorring, Denmark.  Niels married Petriane Christina Jensen, a schoolteacher, in 1861.
	Niels and Petriane met missionaries from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.  However, Niels was indecisive about joining the Church.  He related the following instance:  He was working in a field when an "Angel" or the "Holy Ghost" appeared before him and assured him he should join the Church.  As a result, he and Petriane were baptized into the Church in 1863.  His faith in the Lord and belief in the Book of Mormon was evident because of the way he lived the teachings of the Church.
	In 1864, Niels, Petriane, Anne and her husband "Kesko" emigrated to the United States with a Mormon party.  passing through Germany and England.  One reason they left Denmark was that Niels was being pressed into service in the army.  When they left Denmark, Niels and his wife had two children, Petriane Christina Mortensen (Hansen,) about three years old, and George, eight days old.  Their families were staunch Lutherans and strongly opposed their joining the Church and leaving Denmark.  When they said goodbye to Petriane's parents and relatives, her mother "spit in her face" and disowned her as a daughter.  However, after Niels and Petriane settled in Ephraim, she corresponded with her relatives in Denmark.  Niels often mentioned that his wife had beautiful penmanship. He kept many letters in his Secretary long after her death.  Moreover, he did not allow the children to touch anything in his Secretary.
	Niels told of the hardships suffered during the long trip across the ocean.  Niels' father gave him his share in the estate when Niels and Petriane left Denmark, which amounted to a small fortune.  Niels said some of their friends and fellow-passengers almost starved to death, so he gave them money for food.  They were grateful and indebted to him: they promised to repay ever cent they owed.  However, he never heard from any of them after the voyage.  He had no animosity, though, because he felt repaid in more important ways. He felt blessed by the Lord that he could provide well for his family.
	When the ship docked in New York, Niels had spent his entire fortune and was $10.00 debt.  Niels had a strong desire to stay and settle in the Eastern states, especally New York, but his wife persuaded him to go West with his sister, Anne, and their few friends.  The family reached Ephraim, Sanpete County in 1864, having crossed the plains in Captain John Smith's company.
	Niels became a prominent farmer and stockraiser, accumulating many acres of farm land.  He was considered a wealthy farmer in Ephraim.  He and his wife were blessed with ten children: Petriane Christina, George, Catherine Josephine, Heber, Matilda Elizabeth, Niels Jr, Albert G., Annie Petriane Christina, Martina Anna and Josephine Catherine.  Petriane died 1 June 1883, leaving seven living children; the youngest child was only 5 1/2 months old.
	In 1885, when Josephine was a young child, Niels went on a mission to the Northern States Mission (Minnesota vicinity.)  His daughter, Petriane Christina, and her husband cared for the other children.  Niels was gone about three months, and returned home due to illness.  When he got home, Josephine didn't know him.
	Niels owned a parcel of land on the north end of Ephraim Main Street.  He decided to donate the land, which had a high water table, to the City of Ephraim.  The city leaders decided to establish a new cemetery on the donated land.  Although the new cemetery was well established by the time of his death, Niels opted to be buried in the old (Pioneer) cemetery rather than "swim" to the new one.
	Niels never remarried and lived to be 78 years old. He died on 9 April 1915 in Ephraim, Utah.  His daughter Josephine said, "I remember, when Martina and I were children, asking Father why he never remarried so we could have a mother like other children."  He would say, "You little girls don't know what you are saying. I thought too much of your mother to ever remarry."
	Niels "N" Mortensen had a great influence in the history of Ephraim.  He raised a noble family, was a prominent farmer, and left a lasting legacy with the Ephraim Cemetery.


Information given by a daughter, Josephine M. Hahn and a granddaughter, Helen Hahn.

W. H. Leer, History of Sanpete and Emery Counties. 

	
	


