LIFE STORY OF SHERMAN N. MORTENSEN

On May 23. 1911, a lovely baby boy came to enrich the family of Niels and Saretta Louise Christensen. This lovely couple already had Pearl Oneida, born Sept. 1899, Iva  Petrianna, born 20 Sept. 1903,  Edgheill Niels born Sept. 28, 1905, and Odell Erick   born May 8, 1909. The  parents owned the house just east of the new house and lived in it, but sold it to B.O. Carlson for just enough to buy the doors and windows in the one they were building. Sherman was the first child born here, but then Phyllis Helen came on Aug. 16, 1914. Evan N. was born 3 May 1917 and died 3 days later, and Bonnie Ethel was born Aug. 2, 1921.

Sherman had a happy but busy childhood and attended all the schools in Ephraim Elementary, High School and Snow College, but didn't graduate from either high school or the college.

He told of taking the town herd of cows to the land of various people down the lane         west on 1st South and of the yearly first swim in the pollywog  pond and taking off and throwing his, and their panty waists into this water.  Father Mortensen had land in Cane Valley,  Becky's Alley, and a large farm over the Sanpitch, so they all learned at a young age how to work and take responsibility. Their operation required using quite a few work horses and their unpredictability (run always, etc.) and the shoeing, harnessing, tending and feeding all of these horses was a big job.

The farm over west was over 7 miles from Ephraim and it was too far to go back and forth each day, so Saretta got to bake lots of bread, cookies, etc. and pack many grub boxes for the growing boys and the hired men that helped them. When they were working on the closer farms, she made thousands of good hearty lunches to send with them and they worked from dawn to dusk. The work was more important to Niels than education and the boys had to miss school in the Spring and Fall to help on the farm.       When the model T Fords were invented (about 1918,) Niels was one of the first to purchase one and this helped save time getting to and from the farms, although the farm machinery and horses still had to be moved from one farm to the other.

Niels always had a herd of cattle but then in about 1923, they invested in some sheep and a permit on the Manti National Forest. Edgheill had married Rachel Sparks on Oct, 14, 1925 and Odell married Hazel Christensen, but they continued to work as partners with their and Sherman. Edgheill liked the farming and the team driving  aspect of farming the best, so Odell and Sherman took turns herding the sheep; First on the West Mountain and then on the Forest, later in the summer. This partnership worked very well and the father and sons were all hard workers and put the profits back into the land and sheep, until they had a large operation. (Sherman said they should have plunged more than they did and they would have done  even better .)

Sherman was very busy in dramatics, boxing. basketball, etc. while in high school and had many girl and boy friends, Velane Stevens,  Nellie Greaves, Dorothy Hansen, Helen Olsen, and others were friends and neighbors and some of his boyfriends were                         Robert and Phil Olsen, Walter Hansen,  Lawrence Nielson, LaRell Christensen, Chauncey Petersen, Elmo Peterson, Leland Carlson and others. He had lots of friends, because there were 65 children in a 4 block radius of the Mortensen home. He laughingly tells of "going through" 3 or 4 sets of boy friends because Sherm was slow     in marrying, and the others raced to the altar. He had a girl friend in Wales he thought a lot of (Luanne Davis,) but she was snatched up by another fellow.  Then he went to Moroni and escorted Dora Nielson, Nadine Tidwell and others, but one night in May, he stopped off at Shirley Petersen's Ice Cream Parlor and made eyes at Roxie Thursby who was clerking there for 10 cents an hour and asked her for a date. One date led to another and they soon decided they had found someone special in each other.

The Mortensen's raised their usual big crop of peas that summer and put them through the Ephraim Cannery and Roxie worked there in the hot can department and later on the labeling crew. Sherm told her she made more from working than they made for the peas they raised.

On his mother's birthday, July 16, Sherm gave Roxie a beautiful diamond engagement ring. She wore it before and after work and during the lunch break but was afraid it would get ruined if she wore it while she took the cans.

Sherm and Odell took turns with the sheep that summer but whenever he was in town he courted at the Thursby home. Odell had lost his lovely wife Hazel from a sudden infectious sick spell in May of 1938, and had moved his furniture and 4 yr. old twin boys back into his parents' home and rented his home to Bruce and LaRue Jennings.

When Sherm and Roxie were married on Sept. 14, 1938, in the Manti Temple and after 
a honeymoon to Salt Lake City and then a week at the sheep camp at Windy Point, they  moved into Odell's home. They had it so cute, new furniture and all and were happy there. Sherm worked in the turkey plant that Fall.  Odell had been courting the same Dora Nielsen from Moroni that Sherm had gone with before he met Roxie and when they were married that November, and wanted the home back, Sherm and Roxie                                       moved into a camp wagon over by XL Canyon and herded the sheep that winter.
                                                                                             
From here on, Sherm and Roxie's stories are identical so we'll quote from both. I came to town in March when they got busy lambing and we rented part of Aunt Amelia's house and moved up there.  Aunt "Melia" was a very choice person and was good to us and we became very fond of her. She was Sherm's mother's sister and a widow with                                 none of her children at home. We had a bedroom, kitchen, and shared a bathroom.               Our first child Kay Sherman was born July 6th 1939 at my folks' home. I had a long, hard labor (28 hours) and when he was born at 7:20 in the morning, the Doctor, Ralph Jorgenson,  looked at his poor mis-shaped head and said, " I don't think he'll live, but if he does, he won't be right."  Believing greatly in the Power of the Priesthood,  Sherman got Doctor Otto Neilson, a dentist and President of the South Sanpete Stake Mission to come and name and bless the baby.  In the blessing, he asked the Lord to bless this child or to take him if he wouldn't be normal.  Immediately after, he improved and never showed any sign but what everything had been anything but what it should have been.                                This has always been a great testimony of the power of the Priesthood and prayer to us.                                                     

Our second child Roxane was born at home (Amelia's house) at about ten o'clock in the morning on Dec. 9, 1940 and came into the world with only the practical nurse, Eleanor Reese, in attendance.  This birth was as easy as the first was hard, and we were delighted to have both a boy and girl.  Sherman's mother died suddenly of a heart attack or stroke on Oct. 22, 1940, so we moved into the Mortensen home to help out so Bonnie could attend Snow College and someone would be there to fix meals for Grandpa Mortensen                   and her.  We lived here for a couple of years and then bought the former Roy Reid home... just a half block south of Sherm's family home.  Just as we did this, Grandpa married Kate Lamb, so they moved into the home we had just vacated.  Niels and Kate had a good life together and got along very well, although neither was well.  Grandpa had Hodgkin's Disease and she had diabetes.  They died within ten days of each other, he on Aug. 27, 1944, and she, shortly before that.  We then sold our home to Rhea and
Milton Armstrong and then moved into the family home in September, 1944.

Our third child Niel Thursby Mortensen was born at the Gunnison Hospital on March 23, 1947, about 9 o'clock at night.  When he was nearly nine years old, we got another boy whom we named Lee A, at the Mt. Pleasant Hospital on March 12, about 4 in the afternoon. All our children have been healthy, happy children and good in both school and Church.  Kay, along with Gerald Armstrong, and Andrew Christensen was one of the first boys in our Stake to earn the Duty to God Award and Niel is well on his way to getting that honor (written in 1962.)  Roxane earned an individual award each year she was allowed to do so.  She did very well in Church and school work and was chosen Valedictorian of her graduating class from Manti High School in May of 1959.

All through the years, Sherm and Odell took turns with the sheep and Roxie and the children dearly loved going with him for a week or two at a time.  He first packed in, with tent, pack horses and all; then graduated  to a camp wagon, which was a real luxury.  Likewise, herding sheep on the West Mountain used to be a circus, but they came up with the idea of taking a truck with an 800 gallon water tank on it and hauling water to the various places for the sheep to use.  This made it so much better.  

Kay graduated from Snow College in 1959 and went to work at Mountain Home, Idaho.   He came back to marry Hermana Anderson  from Spanish Fork, June 18, 1959.  They went back to Idaho and lived at a fire station in the mountains that summer and then went to Logan to college that Fall.  They went to the Salt Lake Temple and were sealed and endowed to each other, Jan. 7, 1965.  To their union have been born Roger Kay in Logan on Sept. 7, 1961, Julie Ann born Dec. 28, 1965, Janet Rae, born Feb. 5, 1970, and Paul Kay, born Feb. 16, 1976.  Kay went to Pleasanton, California to work after graduating from from the Utah State University , then returned to Utah and took his Doctorate at the University of Utah in June of 1967.  He then worked for IRECO Chemical Company and then went to teach at BYU.

Roxane married Carl Jensen in the Manti Temple, June 3, 1961 and then went to the University of Utah. Then, after their Jalena was born May 20, 1962, they went to Logan to school, where they both gradated as teachers.  They both taught in Beaver and then in St. George.  Then Carl had some problems with President Losee and lost his job at Dixie College, so they came to Ephraim and made a triplex out of the Clyde Stevens' home.  Jon Carl was born her on his Father's birthday, Nov. 17, 1969. Carl taught at Ephraim Jr. High that year and then they moved to Gunnison where Roxane taught at the High School there and Carl helped his dad until 1973, when they moved to Taylorsville.

In October of 1969, I resigned from Primary since Grandma Mortensen was going to be Mother Mortensen again. At 44 years of age, I thought we had our family, having two grandchildren older, Roger and Jena.  Sherm was 52 at the time.

I always felt bad they we only had one daughter (though she was a choice one), so when another girl was born April 28, 1963 (Aunt Thelma's birthday,too,) my joy was complete.  I had felt very miserable during the pregnancy and was relieved when it was over.  The day I went to the hospital it was snowing like everything, and Sherm was busy shearing, so he had a busy day.  Fern didn't choose to make her appearance until after midnight, so was born on Sunday (the same as Niel.)

On August 20, 1965, I went to the Mt. Pleasant Hospital and had a hysterectomy, and bladder and bowel repair and had a terrible time.  I was there a month and came out to a heavy and early snowy Fall.  Dora needed the same kind of operation but was scared by how it went for me, so put it off and went in for emergency surgery on on January 13, 1966 and died the next day.  We all felt so badly because she was such a choice person and we missed her terribly.  Odell started going with Wanda Johnson immediately and married her March 5, 1966.  They had a good life together and they and Rebecca went to Europe the next Fall to see Boyd and Anne, who were living there.  In May 1967, Odell dropped dead while irrigating in Cane Valley.  In July, 1970, Wanda remarried again – Hank Morley from Moroni.

In June, 1966, Niel left for the North Central States Mission and filled an honorable mission, returning in July of 1968.  Sept, 17, 1970 he married Evon Rose  in Henrieville.  They both attended Weber State College in Ogden, where they graduated in June, 1970. They came back to Ephraim where Niel worked at the turkey plant in Moroni and Evon sold Avon products.  They got a sweet baby boy Oct. 10 1972 in Mt. Pleasant.  They named him Justin Bruce, (Bruce, after her brother,) who was killed in a traffic accident a couple of weeks before Justin was born.)  Then, Niel got a chance to teach at Kearns Junior High, so they moved to Taylorsville and lived in the home Carl and Roxane had bought when Carl began teaching at Trade Tech College there. Roxane, Jena and Jon stayed in Gunnison where Roxane taught at Gunnison High School.

Rebecca Mortensen married Paul Frishcknecht on Jan. 28, 1973 in Nevada, and Wanda,
Ida, and Janice had a lovely reception for them in Ephraim.

On Jan 28, 1973 Sherm and I had a lovely Open House at our home for Mom's 80th  birthday.  125 people called to wish her well.  All of our children were here to help with it, also Zada and Debra came from Bountiful. Zada furnished the delicious candy for it.

Roxane moved from Gunnison to Taylorsville in May of 1973 and Niel, Evon, and Justin came to Ephraim in June and they and Sherm took turns herding the sheep until Aug. 20 when Sherm took Ernest Uris up to herd them.  Niel and family went on a trip to Yellowstone and then moved to Granger where he again taught at Kearns Junior High.

We had a sad thing happen to the sheep that year.  On Aug. 21, a bolt of lightning hit a tree under which 120 sheep were shaded up on the Ridley Ridge allotment and killed all of them instantly.  We didn't find out how many of them were ours, but we own about 1/3 of the herd, so presume about 40 were ours.

Oct. 25, 1974, a baby girl was born to Niel and Evon.  They named her Geniel on Jan. 5, 1975 and about 25 people came for the naming and had lunch here afterward.  Clyde and Geniel Mortensen came from Emery and the Roses from Henrieville.  All our children were here. 

Lee gave Debra Seeley a diamond for New Year's and they were married Jan. 25, 1975 at her home in Mt. Pleasant.  65 people ate supper there afterward.

I was operated on Feb. 6, 1975 for enterocele and hemorrhoids and only stayed in the hospital 5 days.  Got along wonderfully.  I was called to teach the Teacher's Topic in Relief Society by Bishop Hansen, right after this,  Gave the first lesson Feb. 25.

Little Angela Mortensen was born to Lee and Debbie on Aug. 16, 1975, and Paul K. to Kay and Hermona Feb. 16, so we had 9 grandchildren at the time of Sherman's death.

Sherm was always a hard worker and never took the time to play or have hobbies.  When he decided to retire and go on Social Security in Jan. 1975 he was trying to groom his son Lee to run the farm and sheep, so he worked right along with him irrigating, planting crops, harvesting them, shearing sheep, lambing and herding them.  About this time he started getting pains in his heart and left arm and finally went to see Dr. McQuarrie and he prescribed Isordil and Nitroglycerine tablets to stop the pain.  When he had a pain, he would pop the tablet under his tongue, stop a minute, and go on working again.

But in April, 1976 the pains became much worse and he worried and went back to the Dr. McQuarrie about it.  We made an appointment Dr. Richard Nimer  in Provo on Fern's birthday, April 28.  After a two hr. session in his office (costing $208), he scared Roxie and Sherm by telling them he had a bad case of  (blood vessels filled with cholesterol,) and was sitting on the verge of a heart attack.  He sent him home telling him to be real careful and wait for an appointment at the University Medical Center.  He didn't do as he was told but worked helping Lee with the lambing, shearing and all.

He went into the aforementioned Center on Mother's Day, May 9, and Dr, J. L. Thorne performed an angiogram and found most of the vessels that feed the heart full of this deposit.  Sherm stayed there until Wed., when Dr. Thorne told him he had made arrangements at LDS Hospital in Salt Lake for Dr. Russell to do open heart surgery on him on May 24.  Again we came home and he worked much too hard for the shape his heart was in.

We all got together at Roxane and Carl's to celebrate Sherm's 65th birthday – every child and grandchild was there – plus Steven Barnes, the foster boy we have taken in – numbering 21 people.

The next day, May 24, we went into the LDS Hospital and he was operated on on May 26, a 6 hour operation in which they did 3 coronary grafts.  He was only in intensive care 41 hrs, and got along so well.  Dr. Russell Nelson let us bring him to Ephraim, 8 days after the surgery and he seemed to be doing so well.  Then on June 6 he got very ill and we rushed him to the Mt. Pleasant Hospital as an emergency.  Dr. Davidson rose to the occasion and gave him the best of care and he seemed to be responding, but then he had a relapse June 10, and died at 11:15 that night.

He is survived by 5 children, Kay of Orem, Roxane of Taylorsville, Niel of Hunter, Lee and Fern of Ephraim; 9 grandchildren and three sisters, Mrs. William (Iva) Jensen of Raymond, Alberta, Canada, Mrs. Walter (Phyllis) Posey of  San Francisco, California, and Mrs. Fred (Bonnie) Mortenson of Albuquerque, New Mexico.  A brother Edgheill preceded him in death by two weeks, exactly.  The Funeral was held in the Ephraim West Ward June 14 at 1 PM.  Pall bearers were: Kay, Niel, Lee, Carl (Jensen), Roger, and Benny Mortensen.  The funeral was well attended.


By Roxie Thursby Mortensen
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